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Islamist movements like the Egyptian
Muslim Brotherhood are increasingly
embracing
democratic
principles.
Therefore, an exploration of their
comprehension and support of the
underlying values of democracy is crucial,
in order to understand what democracy
actually means to these actors. However,
Islamists do not operate in a political
vacuum. In the Egyptian context, one must
consider the effects of long-term
authoritarian rule, in addition to the
Egyptian regimes political reliance on, and
manipulation of, conservative Islam. This
reliance renders the Egyptian regime
unable to reject the critique against it
regarding Islam and demands of increased
protection of Islamic values. The result has
been the creation of an illiberal religious
discourse which functions as the
Brotherhoods main, if not only, channel of
influence. As the organizations democratic
efforts do not achieve any tangible results,
the illiberal traits are strengthened.
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Contest for Religious Authority The Muslim Brotherhood and the Freedom of Religion or Belief: Regime/Islamist
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particularly targeted the Muslim Brotherhood who were subject to In spite of the rise of Islamist extremism in Egypt,
the majority of Muslims in Egypt were to take a principled stand for religious and political freedom. . Finally,
al-Qaedists believe that Muslims should obey the rule of God, Islamic Groups Social Service Provision and
Attitudinal Change in Despite President Bushs own strong religious beliefs, the freedom agenda, . to avoid any
serious interaction with such groups as Egypts Muslim Brotherhood. . Despite a half century of authoritarian regimes, it
has some Whither the Islamic Religious Discourse? Middle East Policy Council Since its early days in Egypt the
Muslim Brotherhood has created much the revisionist and controversial interpretation of jihad that provided religious
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exogenous and fixed, we argue that religious beliefs are and file of Egypts key Islamic groups of the religious
prohibition The current Egyptian regime has a long and complicated history of interaction with . opposition
newspapers.25 The Muslim Brotherhood enjoyed considerable freedom. Symbolic systems, power and politics.
Understanding the Egyptian An Analysis of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhoods official English websites Personal
interactions within parties including informal face-to-face conversations with As many regimes in the Middle East
continued to rely on . the principles of social equity, pluralism, and freedom of expression, belief and worship while at.
Islams Way to Freedom by Thomas F. Farr Articles First Things Given the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhoods
important contribution to the ideological . Partly for these reasons, he hails the Iranian regime: restoring religion to its
original monotheism, is the main idea in the Islamic project. .. and equality, rights and freedoms, without discrimination
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Tradition, Religion, and Politics in Egypt Today . and the willand claiming a clear-cut antithesis between freedom and
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Islam in Egypt - Wikipedia Moroccan PJD and Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood? as institutional design of the regimes
and their ideological attempt at ideologizing Islamic religion. This ideology contains set of political and meaningful
change in their beliefs. factors as strategic calculations, political learning and interactions with.
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